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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the Members of Equestrian Queensland Inc. that the 2014 Annual 
General Meeting of the Association will be held at Sports House South, 866 Mains Rd, 
Woolloongabba Qld 4102, commencing at 7.00 PM on Wednesday, 18 March 2015.  
 

                                                       AGENDA 

 
1. Welcome by the Board Chairperson 
 
2. Attendance 

 
3. Apologies 

 
4. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting held on  

Wednesday 19 March, 2014 
 

5. Presentation and Adoption of the 2014 Annual Report of the Branch 
 

6. Presentation and adoption of the 2014 Audited Financial Statements of the Branch 
 

7. Election of Office Bearers 

 Election of Members to the Equestrian Queensland Board 

 Election of Members to the Equestrian Queensland Sport Committees 
 

8. Appointment of Branch Auditor 
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Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting of Equestrian  
Queensland Incorporated  

held at 7.00 PM on Wednesday, 19 March, 2014 
at Sports House South, 866 Mains St, Woolloongabba 

 
 
1.0  Welcome 
The Branch Chairperson, Peter Toft, welcomed all Members to the 2013 Annual 
General Meeting of the EQ.  He declared the Meeting open at 7.05pm having the 
required quorum present or in proxy to conduct the meeting. 
 
 
2.0  Attendance 
 
Members: 
P Toft  C Collier K Phillips R Goodwin   A Godsall 
K Herald  C Lok   K Wilson C Gripske  R Godsall 
D Finch  N O’Farrell L Raleigh  M Finnimore  J Hopkins 
T Harper-Purcell A Barton S Duffy J Bland  D Postle 
P McGarrigle P Foster M Matthews B Croese   H Sonntag 
 
 
In Attendance: 
Nil 
 
3.0  Apologies 
R Roe A Godsall  K Humphrey  
C Fowler T Vardy I Bakels-Noreen  
      
4.0  Proxies: 
Nil 
 
5.0  Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 
The Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting of the EQ held on March 20, 
2013, having been circulated, were taken as read. 
 
Motion 1: - 
“That the Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.” 
 
Moved:   K Herald  Seconded:   C Lok   CARRIED: 
10.AGM.01 
 
6.0  Receive and Adopt the 2013 Annual Report 
The Chairperson tabled and noted the receipt of the Reports from the Sport 
Committees as contained in the 2013 Annual Report, as well as his Report, that of 
the General Manager, the Honorary Treasurer and the Auditor. 
 
The Chairperson asked for any questions about the Reports.   
 
Motion 2: - 
“That the 2013 Annual Report of the EQ be received and adopted.” 
 
Moved:   K Phillips  Seconded: A Barton  CARRIED:  
10.AGM.02 
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7.0 Honorary Treasurer’s Report and the 2013 Audited Financial 

Statements 
P Toft tabled the Treasurer’s Report.   
 
Motion 3: - 
“That the Treasurers Report of the EQ be approved.” 
 
Moved:   K Wilson  Seconded:   N O’Farrell CARRIED:  
10.AGM.03 
 
The 2013 Audit Accounts made available to the membership on Thursday 13 
March via E-News and the website.   
 
 
8.0  Election of Office Bearers 
P Toft addressed the election of Board and Sport Committee members.   
 
Board Representatives  
1. N O’Farrell 
2. Dr M Finnimore 
 
 
were declared elected to three-year terms on the Board of EQ. 
 
Carriage Driving 
1. K Dillmann 
2. T Borg 
3. C Cosgrove 
4. M Borg 
5. E Dillman 
6. T Smith 
7. K Dillmann 

 
were declared elected to three-year terms on the Carriage Driving Committee of EQ 

 
Dressage Committee   
1. K Phillips  
2. A Barton 
 
were declared elected to three-year terms on the Dressage Committee of EQ.  

 
Interschool Committee   
1. C Binz 
2. P Charlton 
 
were declared elected to three-year terms on the Interschool Committee of EQ.  
 
 
Showjumping Committee 
1. R Goodwin 36 votes 
2. R Sedger 33 votes 

 
were declared elected to three-year terms on the Jumping Committee of EQ.  
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Vaulting Committee 
1. E Kleir 
2. D Waller 
 
were declared elected to three-year terms on the Vaulting Committee. 
 
Motion 4: - 
“That the Ballots be destroyed.” 
 
Moved:   D Finch      Seconded:  K Herald  
 CARRIED:  10.AGM.04 
 
P Toft congratulated all those who were elected.   
  
 
9.0  Appointment of Branch Auditor 
    
Motion 5: -  
“William Buck be appointed as the EQ Branch Auditors.” 
 
Moved:   C Collier      Seconded:    J Bland       CARRIED: 
10.AGM.05 

 
 
10.0  Notices of Motion (Special Resolutions) 
Nil. 
 
11.0  Closure 
The Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 7.15 pm  
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CHAIRPERSONS’ REPORT 
It is a pleasure to present you with the 2014 
Annual Report. 
  
As Chair of Equestrian Queensland, I am pleased 
to report the organisation is in a sound financial 
position, with steady growth and a healthy 
surplus. This is particularly pleasing given a 
challenging year involving the departure of our 
long serving General Manager and the adoption 
of a contentious national Hendra Vaccination 
Bylaw which has caused much frustration and 
division within the membership and broader 
equine community. 
 
However, by continuing to engage and listen to 
our members, support the volunteers and sport 
committees and improving communication both 
internally and externally to stakeholders, we 
remain optimistic that our collective strength 
will empower us to convert challenges into 
opportunities and maintain our prominence and 
profile within the community   
 
The Board has continued its focus on driving the 
organisation’s strategic direction based on four 
pillars of: 
 

 Financial performance to make the sport 
financially viable. 

 Membership services that provide value to 
our members. 

 Participation across all levels of the sport. 

 Excellence in the delivery of equestrian 
sport. 

 
Financial performance 
Equestrian Queensland is fortunate to be 
receiving the maximum funding for a tier two 
sport ($200,000 a year) and entering into the 
second of a three year indicative commitment 
from the Queensland Government (2014-2016).  
The continuation of this level of government 
funding will confidence in future planning as we 
strive to maintain the financial sustainability of 
our sport. 

 
Member services 
The health and safety of our members and 
horses remains a priority.  
 
We have continued to work with Government 
departments including Workplace Health and 
Safety in Queensland Health, Biosecurity 
Queensland through the Department of Forestry 
and Fisheries (DAFF) in addition to the industry 
through the Queensland Horse Industry Alliance 
(QHIA) to ensure our affiliates, sport 
committees and event organisers are aware of 
their responsibilities and equipped to deal 
appropriately with a biosecurity incident should 
one occur.     
 
While it is an evolution of continuous 
improvement, it is encouraging to see the 
increased utilisation of the biosecurity template 
by event organisers since its introduction in 
early 2014, which positions them as the 
pioneers on the national stage.   
 
Equestrian Queensland has always encouraged 
members to make an informed choice regarding 
vaccination as an effective risk mitigation tool 
for Hendra Virus and it is pleasing to see the 
voluntary uptake strong in Queensland with 
more than 50,000 horses vaccinated 
representing more than all the other states 
combined.  
  
Participation 
The ‘one sport’ national membership structure 
completed its first full year in 2014 with 6% 
membership growth, however, requires ongoing 
review to improve the value proposition and 
broaden the relevance to a larger participation 
base.  
 
Equestrian Queensland and especially the 
dressage and interschool sport committees 
continue to provide an inclusive and welcoming 
environment supporting para equestrian 



 

2014 Equestrian Queensland Annual Report              Page 9 
 

development to provide opportunities for 
participation and excellence for riders with 
disabilities. 
 
Equestrian Australia have recently renewed 
their Memorandum of Understanding with Pony 
Club Australia and partner in The Ready Set Trot 
program which is the entry level national 
participation program which feeds into 
Queensland’s well established and highly 
successful interschool system. 
 
Excellence 
A number of Queensland riders worked hard to 
secure selection for the 2014 World Equestrian 
Games in Normandy, France. A summary of 
these results are covered in the CEO and 
respective sport committee reports as are the 
recipients of the annual awards which recognise 
excellence celebrate contributions across a 
number of key categories.   
 
Thank you 
I would like to personally thank all members of 
the EQ Board in 2014 for their strong 
engagement and robust discussion on the many 
issues before them over the past year and for 
the manner in considered matters from a whole 
of sport perspective.  
 
We are fortunate to have the diversity of skill 
and passion our directors bring to the 
governance of our sport and like our sport 
committees, contribute their expertise on a 

voluntary basis. 
  
On behalf of the Board, I wish to thank the staff 
of Equestrian Queensland for their efforts and 
for the professional manner in which they 
service the sport. In particular, Samantha Duffy 
for her outstanding effort in caretaking the CEO 
role from March-July and our new CEO Matt 
Helmers who assumed the role in August. 
 
I also wish to acknowledge the enormous 
contribution and commitment of the many 
passionate and hardworking volunteers who are 
the backbone of the sport. 
  
On behalf of Equestrian Queensland and all of 
our sport committees, I also wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to the organisations that 
have supported the sport over the course of the 
past year through product or cash sponsorship. 
 
I wish all our members, whether you’re a rider, 
official, owner, coach, administrator or 
volunteer, all the best for a wonderful 2015. 
 
I also thank the members for entrusting me with 
the responsibility of governing your sport over 
the past six years and for my colleagues for 
electing me as chair.  
 
PETER TOFT 
CHAIR 
EQUESTRIAN QUEENSLAND
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CEO’S REPORT 
 
I’d firstly like to thank the board for my 
appointment in August and entrusting me with 
the privilege of managing this prestigious sport 
in our great state.  
 
Despite familiarity with leadership roles 
facilitating collaboration across a range of 
sports, I am new to equestrian and express my 
gratitude to members for a warm welcome. 
 
I give my commitment to understand, advocate 
and promote equestrian sport and develop 
meaningful relationships of authenticity and 
integrity with internal and external 
stakeholders, so we can all continue to develop 
and grow together.  
 
The Hendra Bylaw adopted by Equestrian 
Australia in July 2014 created much division and 
frustration within the equine community, 
presenting a very challenging environment to 
commence a new tenure.  
 
Member perseverance on the contentious issue 
of mandating vaccination has resulted in some 
recent changes which are more widely 
embraced amongst the membership.  We are 
optimistic that through this experience we can 
develop a consultative and cohesive approach 
to work in alignment to provide a safe 
environment to grow the sport.  
 

Our strategic direction continues to be guided 

by four key pillars:  

• Financial Performance to make the sport 
financially viable  

• Membership Services that provide value to 
our members.  

• Participation across all levels of the sport  
• Excellence in the delivery of equestrian sport  
 

As the treasurer’s report attests, Equestrian 
Queensland has expanded revenue on 2013 and 
delivered its third consecutive consolidated 
surplus which has strengthened equity to a 
more stable position after some difficult but 
necessary workforce contraction was required 
in 2012. 
 
We have been particularly frugal in 2014, largely 
due to an incredible feat of the operations 
manager who was also acting as the CEO for five 
months. The future focus will be to expand and 
diversify revenue while maintaining operational 
efficiency.  
 
Equestrian Queensland has an extensive list of 
more than three hundred affiliates, which 
predominantly includes clubs, schools and show 
societies. The whole is certainly greater than the 
sum of its parts.  
 
Operations would not exist without the 
extensive team of highly skilled volunteers who 
are dedicated to serving their sport. The 
leadership from your elected representatives in 
each of the seven sporting committees 
(Dressage, Jumping, Eventing, Interschool, 
Vaulting, Carriage Driving & Show horse) is 
evidenced in their reports, which summarise the 
comprehensive calendar of events providing a 
diverse range of participation opportunities 
under one unified membership.  
 
We are also incredibly fortunate to have a small 
but highly engaged office team who are 
committed to supporting our diverse family.  
 
In particular, I would like to acknowledge our 
Operations manager, Samantha Duffy, whose 
experience and unwavering commitment has 
been a rock of stability through some 
challenging transitional times. Also to Sasha 
Ulasowski (Medication, sports development 
funding, coach & officials education,) and Jodie 
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Daly (administration including results and entry 
checks) who have been loyal contributors and 
Christine Thompson (Interschool and Clubs SDO) 
replaced Katherine Plomer in August and has hit 
the ground running. 
 
Despite the ‘one sport’ national membership 
structure achieving 6% growth in its first full 
year in 2014, we understand the importance of 
improving the value proposition to members 
while continuing to broaden relevance to a 
larger participation base. 
 
In addition to more than $100,000 annual 
allocation to sport committees and affiliated 
clubs to support development programs and 
events, 2014 included a further $10,000 
specifically for the development of Officials and 
Coaches.   
 
More than thirty rider development clinics were 
delivered to more than six hundred participant’s 
state wide, including remote locations such as 
Longreach.  
 
Various workshops were delivered across a 
range of key areas including planning, financial 
procedures, biosecurity and a seminar for 
website development for the updated platform 
which was launched in September.  
 
Equestrian Queensland continues to have 
exceptional hallmark events including: 

 2014 Saddleworld Brisbane CDI- QSEC 

 2014 Gatton World Cup-Gatton 

 2014 Be The Influence Interschool 
Queensland State Championships- 
Maryborough  

 2014 Pryde’s Easifeed Queensland 
International 3 Day Event Warwick  

 2014 Horseland Festival of Dressage- QSEC 

 2014 Caboolture World Cup- QSEC 
 
Although the third largest state my 
membership, Equestrian Queensland has the 
largest social media following (5500+ face book 
likes) and website traffic comparable with New 
South Wales and Victoria.  
 

The 11th Annual Awards evening had more than 
250 attendees to celebrate a united community 
of contributors and achievements of volunteers, 
administrators, officials & sponsors. Over 130 
nominations were received which is one of the 
largest pools in the events history with the 
winners decided by a panel of four including 
representatives from government and industry 
based on their quality and how they addressed 
the criteria. Congratulations to the winners 
across the fifteen categories some of which will 
hopefully represent Queensland at the 2014 
Equestrian Australia awards which will be 
hosted in Melbourne in June.  
 
Thanks to the competitors, organisers and 
volunteers who contributed to the standard of 
competition and to sponsors investment into 
profiling the events to expanding audiences.  To 
Sport and Recreation Queensland through the 
Department of National Parks, Sports and 
Racing, for their ongoing contributions to 
Equestrian sports development throughout the 
state. 
 
Congratulations to all the Queensland riders 
who represented Australia at the 2014 FEI 
World Equestrian Games in Normandy (France) 
which is the pinnacle international event in the 
between the Summer Olympics involving fifty-
eight countries.  This included Chelsea Higgins 
for Para- Equestrian, Penny (captain) and 
Alexandra Toft for Endurance and the riders in 
the Vaulting team. 
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge our chair, 
Peter Toft, for his immeasurable contribution to 
the sport, serving two full three-year terms. 
There are not too many who emulate the 
qualities of humility and altruism. He is always 
available and never shies away from addressing 
difficult issues with decisiveness and diplomacy. 
His generous service has left a valuable legacy of 
stability for the sustainable development of 
equestrian sports in Queensland. 
 
 
MATT HELMERS 
CEO 
EQUESTRIAN QUEENSLAND 
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B&D Consultants  

Para Equestrian of the Year 

Chelsea Higgins 

 
The 11th Annual Awards evening had more than 250 attendees to celebrate a united community of 
contributors and achievements of volunteers, administrators, officials & sponsors.  
 
Over 130 nominations were received which is one of the largest pools in the events history with the winners 
decided by a panel of four including representatives from government and industry based on their quality 
and how they addressed the criteria. Congratulations to the winners across the fifteen categories some of 
which will hopefully represent Queensland at the 2014 Equestrian Australia awards which will be hosted in 
Melbourne in June.  
  
Hosted by Queensland’s own, Gary Lung, attendees included Equestrian Queensland Board members, sport 
committee members, sponsors, previous award winners, state and international athletes and their guests.  
Three five year sponsors were also acknowledged at this event, being Finch Farm, B&D Consultants and 
Pryde’s Easifeed.  
  
The decorated venue was a spectacle in itself, along with the wonderfully presented video package that 
accompanied the awards presentation.  All felt welcome and had a great evening, from the time they 
entered the cocktail area, through to the main hall for the presentations and dancing later in the evening. 
  
Award winners for 2014 were: 

 
 

Finch Farm Sport Star of the Year 

Clem Smith 

Stuartholme School  

Junior Sport Star of the Year 

McKeira Cumming 

Pryde’s EasiFeed  

Horse of the Year 

Holstein Park Comedian owned by  

Chelsea Higgins 
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Interschool Qld  

School of the Year 

Fairholme College  

Interschool Queensland 

IQ Team of the Year 

Stuartholme School  

Equestrian Qld  

Owner of the Year 

Cheryl O’Brien 

Equestrian Qld  

Coach of the Year 

Rebecca Jenkins 

Equestrian Queensland 

Officiator of the Year 

Angela Deeks 

Equestrian Qld Club of the Year 

Warwick & District Carriage Driving 

Club Driving Club 

Equestrian Qld 

Administrator of the Year 

Tracey Vardy  

Aitken’s Saddlery 

Event of the Year 

2014 Festival of Dressage  
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Equestrian Queensland 

Service to Sport  

Richard King 

Festival of Dressage 

Volunteer of the Year 

Lisa Mortlock 

Equestrian Queensland 

Service to Junior Sport 

Lorelle Murphy 



 

2014 Equestrian Queensland Annual Report              Page 15 
 

 
DRIVING REPORT 
 
A new Queensland carriage driving committee 
was formed in 2014 with seven dedicated, 
passionate and visionary members.  This 
committee includes members from across the 
state including the Lockyer Valley, Darling 
Downs, Maranoa and Central Queensland 
regions. 
 
The 2014 year was very successful for carriage 
driving with significant growth and several 
outstanding achievements as outlined below: 
 

 Membership growth has seen three clubs 
become involved with EQLD carriage 
driving.  Warwick & District Carriage Driving 
Club which is Queensland’s most active 
competition carriage driving club affiliated 
with EQLD, bringing with it a number of 
new members and international standard 
driving facilities. The recent changes to 
membership structure (one sport, one 
membership) have also meant that Central 
Highlands Equestrian Group and Maranoa 
Equestrian Club have diversified to include 
carriage driving.   
 

 Carriage driving events have been of a great 
standard and well attended with Warwick & 
District Carriage Driving Club running 
numerous top quality competition events, 
the most of any carriage driving club in 
Queensland.  Their major events included 
the Equivet Australia Easter Classic 
combined driving event and the Riverina 
Winter Series (four individual events 
contributing to an overall series winner).  
Community engagement was also apparent 
throughout the year evidenced by local 
sponsor involvement and the overwhelming 
support of some forty plus volunteers in 
coordinating carriage driving events. 

 

 Congratulations to all drivers who 
competed at the first official FEI  CAI 1* 
events in Australia at AELEC Tamworth in 

October. EQLD drivers included pony pair 
driver Tracie-Lee Borg (Calveston Spirit and 
Mungala Embarr), and single horse drivers 
Kurt Dillmann (Starkfeld George), Lindsay 
Vagg (Major Victree), David Rozynski 
(Cwmkaren Woody) and Jack Murphy 
(Colcannon Gough).  In the Dressage and 
Cones CAI 1*, Tracie-Lee Borg won the pony 
pair class overall and the top placed 
Queenslander in the single horse class was 
Kurt Dillmann, who placed third overall.  
Queensland drivers dominated the Indoor 
Combined Marathon CAI 1* with Tracie-Lee 
Borg again winning the pony pairs. In the 
single horse class EQLD drivers took out the 
top three placings with Kurt Dillmann first, 
Jack Murphy second and David Rozynski 
third.  World Champion Boyd Exell (AUS) 
was in attendance and presented the prizes 
to the winners. 
 

 Dr Wolfgang Asendorf (GER) shared his 
years of experience in FEI carriage driving 
course designing with EA members and 
officials at AELEC Tamworth. It was a 
wonderful opportunity to learn from the 
internationally recognised course designer 
who has decades of experience designing 
cones courses and marathon courses for 
club and state level events through to 
national level and world championship 
events.  EQLD carriage driving committee 
members Tracie-Lee Borg, Kurt Dillmann, 
Karyn Dillmann and Eugen Dillmann all 
successfully completed the FEI course 
designer course and are now accredited  EA 
officials as well as EQLD driver & official, 
Robert Edwards. We look forward to seeing 
Dr. Asendorf’s ideas and advice being 
incorporated in future competitions to 
challenge Australian drivers. 

 

 Training and development was a priority 
and to this end drivers were encouraged to 
attend driving instruction with world driving 
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champion, Boyd Exell.  Many members 
travelled to NSW and attended the clinic 
and had lessons with Boyd. Plans are 
underway for EQLD drivers to access future 
Boyd Exell clinics and other training 
workshops in 2015.  

 

 Congratulations to everyone involved with 
Warwick & District Carriage Driving Club on 
winning the ‘Equestrian Queensland Club of 
the Year 2014’ award. This prestigious 
award was presented to club representative 
Karyn Dillmann (secretary/treasurer) at the 
Equestrian Queensland Awards Night in 
Brisbane on 31January 2015.  The club of 
the year category in 2014 had thirteen 
nominations from which seven clubs made 
the finals.  To have a carriage driving club 
win this award is an outstanding 
achievement for the club and an invaluable 
endorsement for the sport of carriage 
driving in Queensland. 

 
The Driving Queensland committee is 
committed and eager to support carriage 
driving clubs, competitors and officials in 2015 
to further progress all levels of participation in 
top quality driving events in Queensland.   
 
DRIVING QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE 
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DRESSAGE REPORT 
During 2014 the Dressage Queensland 

committee farewelled Chris Lok and Naomi 

O’Farrell who both tendered their resignations 

to take up positions on the Equestrian 

Queensland board. The committee welcomed 

our new member Leesa Murray as Vice-Chair 

and also welcomed back Gary Lung. 

With the conclusion of the 2014 dressage 

calendar, the committee would like to thank all 

of the very hardworking organising committees 

around Qld who have run approximately 70 

official events during the year.  

The 2014 calendar year kicked off with yet 

another successfully run Dressage Education 

Forum which was conducted at QSEC by the 

Judges Sub-committee. This group do a 

wonderful job of encouraging, educating and 

training Queensland’s judges not only for the 

benefit of dressage but also for the sports of 

eventing and interschool. 

In 2014 the wonderful and hard-working 

Festival of Dressage team brought to QSEC yet 

another great day full of educational seminars, 

entertaining displays and a shopping village full 

of bargains.  This showcase event in 

Queensland is not only a valuable educational 

event but also provides very valuable financial 

support to many facets of dressage throughout 

the year.  

The Saddleworld Brisbane CDI which was held 

in July was run yet again by Cathie Drury-Klein 

and a wonderful team of volunteers which 

meant that this year the event made a small 

profit.  

Also in July was the National Young Rider 

Championships which was staged in 

Queensland at QSEC and was run by the Young 

Rider Sub-committee headed by Kim Tenkate-

Cullen. This event was a huge success with 

riders travelling from interstate and long 

distances to enjoy this professionally run 

competition. 

The postponement and subsequent 

cancellation of the Queensland State 

Championships due to the Equestrian 

Australia’s Hendra By-Law was a huge 

disappointment to the working committee as 

well as the Dressage Qld committee. We look 

forward to the 2015 State Dressage 

Championships which this year is being trialled 

in the month of August so that we avoid the 

risk of heat and rain of mid-October. 

2014 saw the very successful Division 2 scheme 

and Festival of Dressage Leader Board being 

run at selected events as part of the national 

Amateur Owner Rider scheme. This scheme 

was introduced for the sole purpose of 

encouraging grass root competitors to attend 

and compete at the larger style events. The 

Queensland AOR scheme has been proudly 

supported by the Festival of Dressage 

Committee and Dressage Queensland and the 

committees will continue to support scheme in 

2015 and look forward to the ever increasing 

numbers of riders entering these competitions. 

Dressage Queensland ended 2014 in a strong 

financial position which will again allow the 

committee and sub-committees to grow and 

develop the sport in Queensland. 

The Dressage Queensland committee is looking 

forward to the 2015 calendar where yet 

another year of high calibre events will be run 

by Queensland’s valued volunteers. 

DRESSAGE QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE 
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EVENTING REPORT  
 
As chair of the Eventing Committee I open this 
annual report by thanking our hard working and 
dedicated committee.  Through 2014, as a new 
committee, we have endeavoured to come to 
grips with the task and to provide good 
governance for the sport. It has been a steep 
learning curve and challenge but one that has 
been embraced by the committee. The 
committee will miss retiring members Melissa 
Matthews and Sylvia Roberts.  Our thanks are 
extended to previous committees whose legacy 
ensured that our sport was in good shape. 
 
During the year the committee has made an 
effort to involve the stake holders of eventing. 
We welcomed Matt Gaske as a rider 
representative to join the committee Matt has 
been an asset to help narrow the gap between 
the organising body and riders. The committee 
welcomed input from Club organisers, a rider’s 
group and squad members who attended 
separate committee meetings, to have input 
into the preparation of the 2015 calendar, the 
format for running of squad clinics during 2015 
and to provide feedback on how we can better 
serve eventing in Queensland. 
 
Increasing membership by competitions and 
committee initiatives 
2014 saw 2541 horse and rider combinations 
compete at 20 One Day events in Queensland. 
This equates to 17% of competitors across 
Australia.  Of the 2541, 11 competed at Three 
Star Level (CNC & CIC); 77 at Two Star (CNC & 
CIC); 216 at One Star (CNC, CCI & CIC); 445 at 
EvA105 (Snr & Jnr); 597 at EvA95 (Snr & Jnr); 
814 at EvA80 (Snr & Jnr); 290 at EvA60 (Snr & 
Jnr); 77 in Come and Try Classes; and 14 in 
Intermediate or Combined Training Classes. In 
addition 374 Queensland Horse and Rider 
combinations travelled interstate to compete at 
23 One Day Event competitions, including 11 
who made the trek to Adelaide for the 
Australian International Three Day Event. We 

congratulate all our rders, and especially those 
that tasted success, both locally and interstate. 
 
The committee introduced “Get Eventing” as an 
entry level program to encourage new 
competitors. Using Development Grant funding 
combined with a co-contribution from the 
committee a number of clubs around the state 
held very successful clinics for aspiring eventers.  
  
Officials Development 
 On the 8th and 9th November a Technical 
Delegate and Course Designers course was held 
at Fig Tree Pocket. The course was conducted by 
Brendan Croese and was attended by over 40 
participants from both the EQ and Pony Club 
community. The development of new officials is 
so critical to the future success of our sport.   
  
Major Events 
 The Eventing State Championships were 
conducted by Fig Tree Pocket in October.  The 
178 starters were presented with a challenging 
upgraded cross country course. The CCI 2*, co-
sponsored by Eventing Queensland, was won by 
Olympian Rebel Morrow with 5th place getter 
Kirsty Douglas going on to win the CCI 2* class 
at the Adelaide International 3 Day Event in 
November. 
  
The Queensland International 3 Day Event was 
held in August at Morgan Park, Warwick. With 
classes available through to CIC 3* the 160 
starters were presented with the opportunity to 
compete at the elite level of competition. The 
Queensland Team were successful in claiming 
the trophy for State of Origin at this year’s 
event. 
  
Elite Level Incentive 
 To promote competition at the elite level the 
Eventing Committee, this year, offered clubs a 
$1,000 contribution towards running a CIC 3* 
class at any of their events. 
  



 

2014 Equestrian Queensland Annual Report              Page 25 
 

New Clubs and Venues 
 2014 saw the introduction of a new club and 
venue at Noosa. The Noosa Equestrian Centre 
held three events during the year with classes 
on offer up to CNC 2* level. With the number of 
starters growing from 74 to 110 over the three 
events and with a challenging cross country 
course on offer this venue has grown in 
popularity with competitors.  
  
With the eventual sale of the Kooralbyn resort 
in the second half of the year a new committee 
was formed by the Kooralbyn Equestrian Group. 
Following extensive negotiations with the new 
owners and a large investment in getting the 
grounds rebuilt, plans are in place to hold their 
first event over the Easter 2015 weekend. 
  
Communication 
 The On Course Magazine continues to be the 
main source of communication to the Eventing 
community.  Clubs and organising committees 
receive regular electronic updates via the Club 
Update e-mail that goes out following each 
monthly Sports Committee meeting. The 
introduction of the E-News Newsletter has 
proved to be well received. This newsletter 
provides “instant updates” to competitors of 
issues of importance. 

  
The committee would like to thank Deb Postle 
and Pam McGarrigle for continuing to act as 
Administrators for the Facebook page in 2014. 
Social Media continues to be well followed, and 
a growing source of information. 
 
Operational Support 
The committee have applied for grants to 
purchase two new dressage arenas and 
synchronised timing equipment. These will be 
available to clubs free of charge and stored in 
the Eventing Queensland trailer which has been 
refurbished, thanks to Evan Godsall, of Bayside 
Springs. 
 
Many thanks 
The committee wishes to express its gratitude 
to the organising committees, their many 
helpers and valued volunteers for maintaining 
this great sport. We also thank most sincerely 
our small band of hard working, friendly and 
professional officials, without whom this sport 
would falter. Thanks also to the riders and their 
supporters, without whom we do not have a 
sport. 
 
EVENTING QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE 
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Interschool Queensland mission statement “to develop the individual through the 
discipline of equestrian sport” 

 
2014 was another busy year for Interschool 
committees and riders. We have a rider base of 
approximately 589 riders from 160 primary and 
secondary schools across the State. The 
continuing growth of our membership of riders 
and participating schools has been very 
encouraging and has increased the profile of our 
sport in the school community. 
 
Over the past 12 months our notable 
achievements have been:- 
o Continued increase of growth in 

membership 

o Continued increase in the  number of 

competitions run by Schools and tag on 

days with EQ Clubs 

o 2014 saw a growing interest from riders in 

North Queensland to join Interschool 

competition with several new riders 

travelling to Maryborough to compete at 

the State Championships with fantastic 

results and even seeing 2 of them make 

the State Team to travel to Werribee to 

Nationals. 

o The FNQ region has grown this year with 
many new members keen to make the trip 
to Maryborough for the Championships in 
June.  We held a Showcase up there and a 
qualifying showjumping event with huge 
success and look forward to meeting all 
the new riders at Maryborough. Bowen 
also has a growing group of schools and 
riders joining EQ and IQ who are also busily 
gaining qualifiers ready to make the trip 
south to Maryborough. We are very happy 
with the growth in these northern regions. 

o The 2014 Eventing State Championships 

were held at Toowoomba. Riders travelled 

from all over the state to attend and it was 

a very successful event with 111 riders and 

132 horses. Approximately 234 riders and 

288 horses attending our 2014 State 

Championships at Maryborough.  Qualified 

riders had the opportunity to compete 

over 5 disciplines during the 4 days in the 

first week of the June-July school holidays. 

Again, there was a significant amount of 

positive feedback from sponsors, visitors 

and the Fraser Coast Council about the 

running of these State Championships 

which is proof of the professionalism with 

which the committee dealt with the 

organisation of the event and the actual 

running of the entire program.  

o The Interschool National Championships 

were held in Werribee, Victoria  during the 

first week of October – approximately 67 

riders and 74 QLD horses from 45 schools 

made the trip. Queensland came 2nd 

overall in Teams which is a huge effort as 

traditionally Queensland finishes 3rd.  

There were also some stand out individual 

results from riders winning championships 

over the course of the event. 

o Continuation of the Equestrian Skills 

Assessment Days (One in SEQ and one in 

DD) to further educate riders. These days 

allowed riders to get part of their 

Introductory Horse Management 

Certificate and Introductory Riding 

Certificate free of change. 2014 saw 

Interschool teams invited again to 

compete at the World Cup Showjumping 

Event at Gatton in the Junior Teams event 

thanks to Showjumping Queensland. 

o Interschool Queensland had a stall at the 

Inaugural Horse Home Show. This was a 

successful venture which saw some new 

members join EQ. 
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o Interschool provides a pathway to the 

official EA competition structure and we 

are continuing to work with the other 

sporting committees to advance this aim. 

o This year was the last year IQ received 

sponsorship from the “Be the Influence” 

government campaign. Pryde’s Easifeeds 

came aboard as a major sponsor and were 

a huge support in this first year of being 

involved with Interschool. Many thanks to 

Ron Major for this support. Equissage has 

remained a stalwart supporter of IQ and 

are on board again in 2015. The IQ 

committee are extremely grateful for the 

many years now of ongoing sponsorship 

from Lucy and her team. 

o Showjumping equipment has been 

purchased for the DD region to add to their 

dressage equipment and trailer. A Trailer 

for the Showjump equipment is currently 

being manufactured.  

o  At the Equestrian Queensland Awards 

night we are proud to congratulate School 

of the Year – Glennie, Interschool Team of 

the Year – Stuartholme, (Well deserved 

awards for 2 hugely supportive schools),  

Administrator of the Year – Tracey Vardy 

and Service to Sport Richard King.  

o On a final note may we say a special thanks 

to the tireless workers on the State and 

Regional Committees, the EQ office staff, 

judges, officials, volunteers and of course 

parents for their assistance to provide 

quality competition for our riders. 

 
INTERSCHOOL QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE 
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JUMPING REPORT 

 
The Jumping Queensland Committee 
commenced the year with the organisation of 
some very good clinics with international 
coaches that were well supported. One clinic 
organised by David Manuel in conjunction with 
Equestrian Australia’s High Performance team 
where we were fortunate to have Yves 
Houtackers come to Queensland and present us 
with a 2 day school.  All riders who participated 
were very impressed with his coaching 
methods. 
 
With the departure of Guy Creighton following 
the annual general meeting Robert Goodwin 
was voted on to the committee.  This brings a 
young perspective to the committee with a 
great deal of knowledge on the ways the 
committee would like to move forward bringing 
the sport in Queensland on par with an 
international level. 
 
Unfortunately we had the departure of our 
Chairperson, David Manuel in the second half of 
the year which left quite a big gap on our 
committee but we were fortunate in that Averil 
Hawthorne stepped into this role and has made 
some significant progress especially with the 
financial side of the committee. The committee 
voted Robert Moffatt onto the committee with 
the vacant position as he was one of our riders’ 
representatives and Robert has already made an 
impact on the committee in a short period of 
time. 
 
The committee appointed Shane Davidson to 
the position of State Junior/Young Rider coach, 
where Shane will work with Robert Goodwin in 
organising clinics for the junior/young rider 
squad members to attend.  Our riders’ reps will 
continue with Robert and Merrick Ubank at the 
helm for 2015. 
  

Our Gatton World Cup was again a huge success 
with a record number of riders and horses over 
the 4 days has yet again been deemed the 
biggest ever equestrian event held in the region 
gaining some sponsorship from local businesses 
and our main sponsor with the naming rights to 
our world cup qualifier was Pryde’s Easifeeds.  
Also another great sponsor this year, a first ever 
for an equestrian event was from the University 
of Queensland’s Veterinary Hospital. Our world 
cup class attracted once again the highest 
number of nominations seen in Australia for the 
2013/14 world cup qualifiers 40 nominations 
with 36 starters and a win to our very own 
fellow Queenslander, Paula Hamood in a very 
exciting jump off just tipping Merrick Ubank 
who took second place.  We were again blessed 
with good weather and a great arena thanks to 
Cam McDonald and his team at the Gatton 
showground. 
 
In 2014 the committee gave the Foxhunter Final 
to the Queensland Jumping club located at 
Caboolture who also ran our second Young 
Rider Tekna class. Graeme Watts donated his 
course building expertise, Averil judged and 
Ruth penciled, all voluntary to support the club 
in running these events for the committee.  This 
proved to be a winner with a high number of 
nominations for the weekend and being indoor 
it was nice and cool with an absolute scorcher of 
a day outdoors. Congratulations to Tim Bowman 
on winning the 2014 foxhunter final and a big 
thank you to Mitavite who have been very loyal 
to us for many years providing rugs and product 
throughout the year.  We look forward to a 
bigger and brighter partnership with them in 
2015 with the foxhunter series being rebranded 
to a Young Horse Performance series 
incorporating our 4, 5 & 6 year old young stock.   
 
JUMPING QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE 
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SHOW HORSE REPORT 
 
Show Horse commenced the year with a Judges 
Clinic attended by Victoria’s, Terry van 
Heythuysen, who gave an extremely informative 
session and was enjoyed by everyone who 
attended.  
 
In April, the event committee caretaking Show 
Horse Queensland, with the welcome support of 
Mieke Bigg, ran their annual Anzac Day Show.   
The program was huge, but with limitations with 
the event commencing at lunch time.  It was 
decided in the planning for the event in 2015, to 
run it as a one day program the day after Anzac 
Day, to better deliver a quality show to the 
members of Equestrian Queensland Show Horse 
Community. 
 
Nonetheless, the event was well attended by 
both Show Horse members and Interschool 
Queensland, as the event was approved as an 
Interschool Queensland qualifier in 2014. IQ 
kindly donated a rug to the overall IQ 
competitor of the day.  With the addition of our 
Chief Measurer, Gail Iskra, the event made a 
small profit. 

 
October, saw the 2014 Pryde’s Easifeed HOTY & 
Newcomer of the Year Show.  Attendance was 
at an all-time high.  The quality of the horses 
was extraordinary, with combinations wanting 
to qualify to compete at the 2014 Australasian 
Show Horse & Rider Championships held in 
Werribee Park National Equestrian Centre, in 
Victoria.  We would like to take this opportunity 
of thanking both Mieke and Allanah Bigg for 
their outstanding contribution to Show Horse 
events during the course of 2014.   
 
In December, we sent of a very competitive 
team, made up of 36 combinations, to represent 
Queensland at the 2014 Australasian Show 
Horse & Rider Championships.  The classes were 
extremely strong and all of our riders did a 
fantastic job representing our state at this 
prestigious event!  

 
The event committee looks forward to a very 
busy 2015 and we wish all members the best of 
luck with future competitions.  

 
EQUESTRIAN QUEENSLAND
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VAULTING REPORT 
 

 

2014 has been an outstanding year for 
Queensland Vaulters. The highlight was the 
selection of 11 Queensland Vaulters as part of 
the Australian Vaulting Team at WEG 2014 in 
Normandy France. The Senior Squad from 
Fassifern Vaulting Team and Morgan Spary from 
Kingfisher were our representatives. The 
majority representation by Queensland vaulters 
at WEG is proof positive that the quality of 
Vaulting in Queensland continues to improve 
and we are creating opportunities for our 
vaulters to be the best they can on the world 
stage. 
 
Our young committee has gone from strength to 
strength and they are excited that they have 
successfully bid to run the Australian National 
Championships in 2015. The National Vaulting 
Committee has watched the development of 
our committee and has given us a vote of 
confidence in the ability of the committee to 
run such a prestigious event. The Committee 
have decided to run Queensland’s first CVI 2* in 
conjunction with this event and they are hoping 
that the Queensland Equestrian Community will 
find time to come along and enjoy Australia’s 
best. 
 
The Committee has successfully met our 
performance targets this year, running all 
proposed events in the calendar along with the 
meeting the responsibilities of the demands for 
international competition. We are finding that 
events run by the Committee in conjunction 
with Clubs are proving to be the best formula. 
The Committee brings the experience of 
managing events and the clubs provide more 
volunteers on the ground. The formula means 
we are minimising the dangers of burn-out and 
are up skilling more volunteers.  

 
We had 32 Queensland vaulters compete at our 
State Championships in July and attracted 
competitors from NSW, VIC and WA to the 
event.  SA Australia hosted a CVI 3*early in 2014 
and Qld vaulters  in attendance scored well. Up 
and coming McKeira Cumming from Ella Springs 
scored a 6.7 in the Junior 2* Class.  Nationals 
was hosted by SA in October and despite only 
just having returned to Australia from WEG both 
Kingfisher and the Fassifern travelled horses and 
Vaulters to the event. We had a good showing 
there with the Fassifern Senior Squad bringing 
home the National Championship trophy for the 
5th year in succession and Mckeira placed 3rd in 
the Open Class. Once again all our Queensland 
Vaulters showed that we are quality performers 
at all levels.  
 
The 2014 Equestrian Queensland Awards 
recognised Angie Deeks as Officiator of the Year  
and McKeira Cumming as Junior Sports Star of 
the Year. It is a great honour for Vaulting to be 
recognised by the Equestrian Queensland 
community and it is a testament to the passion 
and commitment there is in Queensland 
Vaulting to be deemed fit to be awarded such 
honours. 
 
So to 2015, the committee’s focus will be on 
meeting our performance targets for 
Queensland Vaulting  and hosting the best 
Queensland run Australian National 
Championships and CVI 2*.   
My personal thanks go to all the committee 
members for their passion, commitment and 
hard work in 2014 and my thanks in advance for 
more of the same in 2015. 

VAULTING QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 Financial Statements to 31 December 2014 

  
Equestrian Queensland has performed well in 
2014 reporting a consolidated revenue of 
$1,672,899 which is approximately a 4% 
increase on the previous reporting period (2013: 
$1,600,565). The 4% increase in revenue has 
been accompanied by a 3% increase in expenses 
($1,566,647 in 2014 compared to 1,510,064 in 
2013) leaving total comprehensive surplus of 
$106,252 compared with 2013 when it was 
$90,501.  This result is third consecutive surplus 
delivered, which is a pleasing result particularly 
following a deficit in 2011, which required some 
difficult but necessary workforce decisions to 
ensure the financial sustainability which is a key 
strategic priority.   
 
The appointment of Red Shed in March to fulfil 
the financial officer function for Equestrian 
Queensland has proved to provide prompt and 

detailed reporting to assist decision makers on 
all committees.  Byron’s were also thorough and 
efficient in conducting the audit and their 
reappointment is recommended again next 
year.  
  
Cash at bank levels remain healthy at $530,132 
at 31 December 2014 (2013: $541,051) and with 
the equity in a much stronger position (from 
$416,230 in 2013 to $522,482 in 2014), allows 
2015 to focus on maintaining the current equity 
position.  
 
Equestrian Queensland funding of the 
subcommittees, sports development and FEI 
events have been increased slightly and the 
2015 budget is forecast for a smaller surplus.  
 
 
CHRIS LOK 
EQUESTRIAN QUEENSLAND TREASURER
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12 March, 2015 
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The Queensland Government provided $200,000 to  
Equestrian Queensland under the  

Organisational Development Program  
to get more Queenslanders 

active through sport and recreation.  
 

 
 
 
  

PO Box 1358 Coorparoo  DC 4151 
Phone: (07) 3890 6611 Fax: (07) 3891 3088 

Email: enquiries@equestrianqld.com.au  www.qld.equestrian.org.au 
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