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Why biosecurity?

• Everyone has a responsibility to 
ensure good biosecurity – before, 
during and after an event

• Biosecurity at an equine event is 
about taking precautions to 
minimise the risk of introducing 
infectious diseases 

• You may not see the risk until it’s 
too late!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Event organizers and participants must follow good biosecurity guide lines to minimise the risk of spreading infectious diseases and pest.
To minimise the risk of spreading infectious disease, it remains vital that event organisers and participants follow the good biosecurity guidelines implemented during the successful equine influenza eradication campaign in Australia in 2007-08
 
Having a documented biosecurity plan in place before the event and communicating this plan to the event team is the first step of being prepared for the unexpected identification of an Emergency Animal Disease.
 
What is biosecurity at equine event look like?
Biosecurity is about taking precautions to minimise the risk of introducing infectious diseases into an animal or plant population. You can’t always see the risk until it is too late. This may include but is limited to:
Management and hygiene practices that restrict the movement of pests and diseases
Come clean go clean – Cars, Floats, Livestock, People and equipment
Everyone has a responsibility to ensure good biosecurity – before, during and after an event
For Individuals – knowing who, where and what is on your property, grounds, venue is the start of managing your Biosecurity concerns.

KNOW YOUR RISK
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What is a biosecurity plan?

A plan that outlines the 
precautions taken to minimise 
the risk of pests and diseases

A biosecurity plan should be 
developed to suit your event 
and your venue

Considerations

 provision for a vet to be on call during the event

 a way to make emergency phone calls 

 a plan to minimise public access to stable areas

 separate vehicle parking for competitors and 
spectators

 single entry and exit to grounds

 adequate hand-washing facilities

 a designated isolation area (or stable) for sick 
horses

 good hygiene practice between horses that is 
supported by officials and stewards (e.g. gear 
check)

 a contingency plan if stock standstill (lockdown) is 
declared.
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Principles of a biosecurity plan

 Prevention of the introduction of disease onto the event grounds, 
training facility or private property

 Prevention of the spread of disease within the event grounds or 
elsewhere

 Minimising the effect and spread of a disease incident
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• Horse to horse contact
• Fomites – tack, feed/water containers, 

vehicles, floats, bedding
• Other  animals – domestic, bats, birds, 

rodents
• People – competitors, event staff, 

spectators, farriers
• Vectors – mosquitoes, flies, ticks etc.
• Air - eg. EI moved on the wind
• Feed and water supplies.

Risks

THINK: What is your biosecurity risks? How could it enter the grounds?
What is the outcome of that risk, should it be apparent?
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Prevention 
Once you have identified your risks, what action can you take to 
minimise or eliminate that risk?

Establish your rules
• Don’t allow sick horses on to your grounds.
• Sick horses to be vet checked, isolated and potentially removed 
• Any suspicion of illness MUST be reported to organisers or officials.
• Participants must obey the directions of the person in charge.
• All parties must understand and agree to comply with event rules prior to 

entry to the grounds.
• All participants must understand that if there is a horse disease incident, 

they may be subject to movement restrictions.
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Nominate a person in charge to:

• Manage the event for the day.
• Make decisions according to your rules.
• Adhere to the agreed plan.
• Deal with stressful situations.

Depending on your club/organisation rules, make sure this person is aware 
of what disciplinary powers they have should an individual not comply with 
requests or follow event rules.
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Record keeping
Event organisers must have record keeping system in place. 
In the event of a biosecurity incident, you will be asked for these records.

Include:
 where the horses/s came from
 when they arrived at the event
 a description of the horse/s including species, breed and any 

distinguishing feature sufficient to identify the horse/s
 the date of movement
 the person completing the record
 where the horses/s are being moved to and the name of the person 

receiving the horse/s when they leave the event

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Under the Biosecurity Act 2014, event organisers must keep records of each horse that has attended their event. These records can be kept in any format (including electronic records) as long as they can be produced if requested by an inspector under the Act and must be kept for 2 years.

Horse health declarations used as an entry condition may meet this requirement as long as all the necessary details are recorded. These declarations could be copied as competitors enter the grounds and kept by the organiser.
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Record keeping – other considerations 

 Companion animals should be recorded as part of the movement record 
or health declaration

 In some cases, there may be a reporting requirement for other livestock ( 
cattle, sheep, goats, pigs)

 Be aware of your biosecurity zone – if you have competitors coming from 
other zones, there maybe some other requirements to be met –
o Tick declarations and requirements for documentation.
o Fodder declarations for interstate or movement control areas ( eg. fire 

ants)
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Biosecurity Entity Registration 

Registration helps us quickly locate animals 
and keep you informed in a biosecurity 
emergency.

Registration is free unless you keep animals 
for commercial purposes

Renew every 3 years.

Compliance action may be taken if you fail to 
register or renew

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is a legal requirement that ALL persons  who have the care and control of livestock are required to be registered with DAF as a registerable Biosecurity Entity (RBE) and the property they run their livestock on must be allocated at Property Identification Code (PIC) 

Registration is free unless you claim as a primary producer with the Australian Tax Office as a result of owning the livestock. 

It is a requirement that all RBE’s update their details every 3 years with the department and pay the required fee if required.
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But I already have a PIC?

o You will be issued a Property Identification Code (PIC) when 
you register

o Relates to the land where you keep your horse or 
pony and may differ to your residential address

o Part of a nationally operated system allowing animals 
to be traced throughout Australia should an animal 
disease outbreak incident occurs

o Remains with the property

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The PIC is subject to the RBE registration and will  be allocated against the RBE details. This allows for quick contact with customers who may be at risk of being affected with an Emergency Animal Disease.
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How to register

 Online Portal 
- manage registration 24/7
- update information 
- renew 
- access NLIS order form 

Other options 
qld.gov.au/BiosecurityRegistration

 Smart form
o Allows payment at time of 

application
o Does not allow for uploading of 

documents  - LOA or lease 
agreements 

 Paper form
o Can be posted or taken to DAF 

office for lodgement and payment
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A word on movement records

 Keep a record, either in hardcopy or electronically, every time a 
horse moves off the property. 

 Some horse events also require a Horse Health Declaration, which 
can be used as a movement record.

 When moving from the cattle 
tick infested zone to the cattle 
tick free zone you must also 
include details of how you 
have inspected or treated your 
horse for cattle ticks.
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For competitors

Practise good biosecurity
 Apply good hygiene. Clean equipment thoroughly.
 Do not share equipment
 Avoid use of communal water troughs.
 Avoid touching buckets when using shared hoses
Monitor horse health
 Do not take sick horses to an event.
 Notify an official if a horse is suspected of being sick.
 Isolate the sick horse and seek veterinary advice.
 Decontaminate equipment used by the horse.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Primary responsibility for biosecurity at horse events lies with horse owners and competitors long before the event takes place.
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Have an event biosecurity 
management plan in place

https://www.qld.equestrian.org.au
/member-resources/biosecurity

https://www.qld.equestrian.org.au/member-resources/biosecurity
https://www.qld.equestrian.org.au/member-resources/biosecurity


Questions?
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