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Dressage Pencilling

 Prior to the event

One week prior, the club or event organiser will be in contact with you to go through 
the following:

• Confirming your pencilling times and arrival time

• The judges name, dressage test/s and arena number/location 

• What you should bring 
- Clubs should provide refreshments but bring your own water etc if you prefer
- Spare pen and paper to make notes as needed
- Wear comfortable clothing to suit the climate

• Familiarise yourself with the test/s you will be pencilling for and where to find them



Dressage Pencilling

 On arrival

• Arrive early (at least 30 mins prior to the commencement of judging)

• On arrival present to the club’s volunteer coordinator or event organiser

• Meet the judge you are pencilling for 

• The tablet and/or folder with the draw, test diagrams and sheets will be provided 
to you and/or the judge



Dressage Pencilling

 During the event

• Check that you have the correct judge, test & position, i.e. C, M, H, B or E before the tests begins

• Making sure you have the correct rider and bridle number and tick off the draw list – sometimes a 
rider has two horses and puts the wrong bridle number on or rides in a different order

• Check with the judge if they comment first and then give the mark.

• Some judges will not write the collective marks or comments – what you need to do.

• Getting the score down is more important than the comments if you fall behind.

• Signing off at the “End of the Class”



EA Dressage Rules

https://www.equestrian.org.au/sites/default/files/CLEAN_NATIONAL_DRESSAGE_R
ULES_1_JANUARY_2023%2005042023.pdf

Dressage Pencilling

https://www.equestrian.org.au/sites/default/files/CLEAN_NATIONAL_DRESSAGE_RULES_1_JANUARY_2023%2005042023.pdf
https://www.equestrian.org.au/sites/default/files/CLEAN_NATIONAL_DRESSAGE_RULES_1_JANUARY_2023%2005042023.pdf


Dressage Pencilling

 DQ Event Manual
https://www.qld.equestrian.org.au/dressage/sites/default/files/
Dressage%20Qld%20Event%20Manual%20-%2020230223.pdf



Dressage Pencilling

 Pencilling / Writers 
Quick Reference Sheet

https://www.equestrian.org.au/sites/default/files/Dressage%20-
%20guidelines%20for%20writers%20and%20pencillers.pdf



Dressage Pencilling

 Practice
– Preliminary 1.2 



Questions?

qld.equestrian.org.au/get-involved/volunteer
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Thank you  
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